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Al S0zt el W FEE 7 AR A
B 2ol a2 UEAHA = SPE‘r aigelet
g 4dA deES o 29S dFn 9 = Az} SRk, A =¥ HlgjA Hw
A AdE v} Aol A2, e Aol 2 & gle AR B B2 OJLQ 2% oA
o] AEoz AE AMEE @44 A&s ddd =& AHA ¥lES hlsior @ 2 A A
AT 7 7192 AFstn dEH ALHE A &6 o2k dte T dEd 2719 55 E 9
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o A& oA 2] el oA A48t
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T2 A7) AT (o] F7 - 2171, 2008).
ALY AZe 7ol goAoz 851 Sl=
Al & 3 AEd el E«Io}f%l oA el g2l
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E9t 2A4o] HidH M2k FEoME 28E
9tk Aolth(d: King, Lenox, and Terlaak,
2015: Pache and Santos, 2013: Park, Sine,
and Tolbert, 2011; Tolbert and Zucker, 1996).
kAl A =] YA | &5 71}
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247400 54 A
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2171 W Eo]th(Yang and Zheng, 2011).
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ATH Goodstein, 1994; Mezias, 1990; Oliver,
1991; Seo and Creed, 2002). °]= 7]&<] A%
T o] 2oA FE =AY Ho $d, d
7 (agency issue) 2t AAHT}H Schneiberg and
Lounsbury, 2008: Seo and Creed, 2002). Tt}
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Zol7] Wi, 1 °}°ﬂ &3 e e deede
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AlAbeTH(Powell and Colyvas, 2008; Yang
and Zheng, 2011). o]&|g A A= &
st Q1Y Gl disir e Be =97} o] FoA
$tH(el: King and Pearce, 2010: Schneiberg
and Lounsbury 2008)

A1 A 7]zE 21—0]-
(dl: Festinger, 1962)°llA= QA A
THe Ad laiata, #pale] 7
”zﬂ 2371 eAE ARsiitt. 1ga ofeg
| A 23} o] 2 7|dto & z}2lo] Aldo| sfQlo]
olgA t-&st=A7t 2 v A 7k 9
Ak + Ave Aol AxHUTH(Salancik,
1977). AAZ, Azl tigt e v ~Ez
g o] oA Bol] A7} Ho} e} (Phillips,
Lawrence, and Hardy, 2004: Phillips and
Malhotra, 2008). 13—#0] Qe 5 AR &
T 8ol o 2z 31‘”2%‘?‘] RIeAY &
S o 2p7] FH Oﬂ 2l @A (cues) & &l <
1 & o3| ¥ +=tl(Maitlis and Christianson,
2014), o2l 24 Qe @5 BE Aol
S (discursive process) 2 UERA Hth(:
Ferree, 2003: Taylor, Kimport, Van Dyke,
and Anderson, 2009: Weick, 1995). ] FollA
= Weick(1995)& 7HQ1o] o714 %3 A& &
A AR S olalfstaat ste HAE Alzro]Z o
e ZEdYer ddstant o A‘:} Al 2=w 0] 7
o 7(-1;{])3 Eﬂ/ﬂoﬂ 7] Q J,].qultﬂ/ﬂ
(Weick, 1995), welE &g o4 o|th(Gephart,
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ot , AbS] A 0 & Wholso] 1A} sk g o’ o3
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Dallner, 2002: De Cuyper, De Jong, De Witte.
Isaksson, Rigotti, and Schalk, 2008).
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From Education to Employment:
Investigating the Performative Meanings of Internship

Subin Choi* * Hyung Ju Ji** - Sang-Joon Kim***

Abstract

This study investigates how individuals respond to an institution. In particular, we attempt
to illuminate the sensemaking process can be one of micro—-foundations of organizational decoupling.
Positing that the meanings of an institution can be differently interpreted by individuals, we
elaborate the sensemaking process in the context of internship. In fact, internship has multiple
meanings (such as education and employment) and interns have their own understandings on
the internship. In this sense, we specify the process in which the meanings of internship are
re-framed by individuals. We postulate that such re-framing process is derived from ongoing
interactions between institution and actors. And it reveals a performative change in the
meanings of an institution. As an institution, internship is originally conceived to facilitate the
job training (i.e. education), but as individuals get through the internship, they re-define the
meaning of internships into a kind of job position, (i.e. employment). In this study, through
in-depth interviews of 10 undergraduate students in Korea, we disentangle the mechanism of
the meaning-change process. Based on the process of sensemaking, our findings reveal that the
sensemaking process can be specified into the nullification stage and re-definition stage. At the
nullification stage, interns are tend to reject their original and ostensible meaning of internship,
i.e. education. Rather, this rejection (i.e. nullification) leads to creating a new meaning, i.e.
employment. With the nullified meaning of internship, interns tends to re-define the meaning
of internship, which is deviated from its ostensible meaning. Such deviance of meaning, or the

performative meaning of internship, indicates that the internship can be differently employed
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among different firms. And this results in organizational decoupling. Hence, our study can
contribute to the literature on organizational decoupling in terms that the gap between
expectation and experience can lead to a re-framing process of the meanings of an institution.
Based on our findings, we provide theoretical and practical implications on the performative

meanings of institution.

Key words: Internship, Meaning change, Decoupling, Sensemaking
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